
Jesse Tree Ornaments 
 

Each year at Christmas, the Jesse Tree is decorated with ornaments depicting a number of Old 

Testament saints along with the four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Jesse Tree itself 

is a symbol of our spiritual heritage and is spoken of by St. Paul in his letter to the Romans, “There shall 

come the root of Jesse and He who arises to rule over the Gentiles, in Him shall the Gentiles hope." 

Romans 15:12   The ornaments invite us to reflect on God's constant and faithful love for mankind as He 

works throughout human history to bring salvation and forgiveness in Christ to all who would receive it.  

Each disc depicts an aspect of the saint's life as given to us in Scripture.  They were crafted by one of 

our St. Joseph parishioners and are made up entirely from natural hardwoods used in combination to 

depict each scene.  

 

   
 

"God said to Noah, 'I see that the end of 

all mortals has come, for the earth is full 

of lawlessness because of them. So I am 

going to destroy them with the earth. 

Make yourself an ark... I will establish 

my covenant with you.'" Genesis 6:13-14a, 18 

 

"God took Abraham outside and said,  

'Look up at the sky and count the stars, if 

you can. Just so, He added, will your 

descendants be.'  Abram put his faith in 

the LORD, who attributed it to him as an 

act of righteousness." Genesis 15:5-6 

 

"Abraham said to himself, 'Can a child be 

born to a man who is a hundred years old? 

Can Sarah give birth at ninety?'  God 

replied, 'Even so, your wife Sarah is to 

bear you a son, and you shall call him 

Isaac. It is with him that I will maintain my 

covenant as an everlasting covenant and 

with his descendants after him.'"  

Genesis 17:17,19 

 

   
 

"The LORD said to Moses, 'Come up to 

me on the mountain and, while you are 

there, I will give you the stone tablets on 

which I have written the commandments 

intended for their instruction.'" Exodus 24:12 

 

Great-grandmother of David.  "Naomi 

had a powerful relative named Boaz 

through the clan of her husband 

Elimelech. Ruth the Moabite said to 

Naomi, 'I would like to go and glean 

grain in the field of anyone who will 

allow me.' Naomi said to her, 'Go ahead, 

my daughter.'  So she went. The field she 

entered to glean after the harvesters 

happened to be the section belonging to 

Boaz, of the clan of Elimelech."  Ruth 2:1-3 

 

Father of David.  "A shoot shall sprout 

from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots 

a bud shall blossom."  Isaiah 11:1 



   

 

Prophet and Anointer of kings. 

"The LORD said to Samuel, '...Fill your 

horn with oil, and be on your way. I am 

sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for 

from among his sons I have decided on a 

king.'" 1Samuel 16:1 

 

"[God] raised up David as their king; of 

him He testified, ‘I have found David, son 

of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he 

will carry out my every wish.’  From this 

man’s descendants God, according to his 

promise, has brought to Israel a savior, 

Jesus." Acts 13:22b-23 

 

 

"Then they picked up Jonah and hurled 

him into the sea, and the sea stopped 

raging.... But the LORD sent a great fish to 

swallow Jonah, and he remained in the 

belly of the fish three days and three 

nights." Jonah 1:15, 2:1 

   

 

"In days to come, the mountain of the 

LORD’s house shall be established as the 

highest mountain and raised above the 

hills.  All nations shall stream toward it. 

...from Zion shall go forth instruction, and 

the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

Isaiah 2:2, 3b 

 

 

"So the king ordered Daniel to be brought 

and cast into the lions’ den. To Daniel he 

said, 'Your God, whom you serve so 

constantly, must save you.'” Daniel 6:17  

 

 

"John wore clothing made of camel’s hair 

and had a leather belt around his waist. His 

food was locusts and wild honey."   

Matthew 3:4 

 

    

 

Evangelist and Apostle.  "As 

Jesus passed on from there, 

he saw a man named 

Matthew sitting at the 

customs post. He said to him, 

'Follow me.' And he got up 

and followed him." Matthew 9:9 

 

Evangelist and missionary 

with Peter, Barnabas and Paul.  

"After Barnabas and Saul 

completed their relief mission, 

they returned to Jerusalem, 

taking with them John, who is 

called Mark. Acts 12:25 

 

Evangelist and Physician. 

"Luke the beloved physician 

sends greetings..." Colossians 4:14 

 

Evangelist and Apostle.  "When 

Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple there whom he loved, he 

said to his mother, 'Woman, 

behold, your son.'  Then he said 

to the disciple, 'Behold, your 

mother.' And from that hour the 

disciple took her into his home." 

John 19:26-27 

 


